he sanctuary at Eleusis was one of the most important cult centres in

the ancient world. Here, from the Mycenaean period (1350 BC) down
to the end of the 4th c. AD, was worshipped Demeter, goddess of the
renewal of nature and the germination of crops, who taught the people
of Eleusis how to cultivate the earth and conduct the sacred rituals, the
revered mysteries, for which complete secrecy was required.

Eleusis was founded about 2000 BC near the Gulf of Eleusis, on the slopes of
a hill at the eastemn end of a low range in the south-west comer of the Thria-
sian plain. During the Mycenaean period it evolved into a strongly fortified city.
The Mycenaean megaron that has been identified with the earliest temple of
Demeter was built at this period to the north-east of the Classical Telesterion.

In the Geometric period, the site of the private houses was occupied by
the sanctuary area. The local, rural cult of the goddess acquired a panhel-
lenic character during this same period, about the middle of the 8th c. BC.

In the time of Solon (early 6th c. BC), Eleusis was fully incorporated into
the Athenian state, and the eleusinian mysteries were established as an
Athenian festival. During the time of Peisistratos (550-510 BC), the sanctuary
and the city, to the west of the hill, were enclosed within a strong fortifica-
tion wall with towers.

After it had been destroyed by the Persians (480 BC), the sanctuary was
renovated and new buildings erected, such as the new, large Telesterion, and
the Stoa of Philo, built on the east side of the Telesterion a century later.

The final period of prosperity enjoyed by the sanctuary was in Roman
times, when the Roman emperors adomed it with brilliant new buildings,
such as the Great Propylaea, triumphal arches, a fountain, temples and altars.

At the end of the 4th c. AD the mysteries went into decline, and the raid
by Visigoths under Alaric converted the sanctuary into ruins, after which the
cult was abandoned.

To 1gp6 NG EAeuoivag urrpEe éva and ta onoudaidtepa AaTpeuTiKd Ké-
VIPA tou apxaiou kéopou, ériou and tn puknvaikr eroxr (1350 mX.)
£wG To TENOG Tou 4ou ai. pX. Aatpeudtav cuvexmq n Bsd Afuntea, Oed g
avavéwongq g @uong kar g BAGotNong twv ornp@v, mou didafe otoug
EAeuowvioug tv kaMigpyeia TG ynG kai TG 1EpEG TEAETEG, Ta IdvoeTTta pu-
otipia, yia ta onofa a&iwoe anéAutn puoTKSTNTa.

H Eleuoiva 16pibnke mepi to 2000 n.X. otug nhayiég tou avatoAikol Ad-
Pou, pIag xapnArig Aopooelpdg otn votodutikr ywvia tou Opidoiou Medi-
ou, kovtd otov EAeuoiviakd KAATo, kal avartixBnke katd tn puknvaikr eno-
X1 O 10XUPd OXUPWHEVN TIOAN. Ty EMOXT) QUTH XTIOTNKE TO PUKNVAIKS [é-
YQPO, 10U TAUTIOTNKE PE TOV MPOTO vaod g Afunteag, fopeiavatoNikd Tou
Teleotnpiou twv KAQOIKOV XPSVwV.

2T YEWPETPIKN TIEPI0S0 T B€0n TwV IBILTIKOV OIKIGY KATAAPBAVE! O XM-
POg tou igpol. Ty idia emoxry, ota péoa tou Bou ai. 1.X., n Aatpeia tng Oedg
and tomikr) aypotik 0pTr| anoktd MaveMivio xapaxtripa.

21a xpovia tou ZoAwva (apxég 6ou al mX.) n Eheuoiva npooaptdtal
opiotikd oty ABrjva kai ta eAeusivia puotripia kabiepdvoveal wg abnvaikr
eoptr}. Tnv enoxrj tou [Meioiotpatou (550-510 1.X.) 1o 1gpd Kai n MéAR, dut-
Kd Tou Adpou, mepiBdMovtal and 1oxupd Teixog e Mipyouq.

Metd v kataotpor Tou ané toug Mépoeg (480 m.X.) 1o 1epd avakawi-
etal pe TV avéyepon VEw Knpiwv, Oiwg tou véou peydhou Teheotnpiou
Kai g 2todg tou Oidwva, mou xtiotnke otnv avatoiks Mheupd tou Tehe-
otnpiou évav aiwva apydtepa.

H teleutaia mepiodog arprig Tou 1Epol torioBeteftal ota pwudikd xpdvia, dtav
Pwpaior autokpdtopeg otoATouv 1o 1EpS e véa Aaprpd okoSoprApata, drwc ta
MeydAa Mporidaia, tig BpiapBikég apideg, v Korvn, vaoug kai Bwpolc.

210 téAog tou 4ou al. P.X. ta puotipia iapakpdlouy, eve pe v eloBoi
wv Bnoiydtbwy tou AAdpixou 1o 1Epd petatpénetal ot epefmia kai n Aa-
TpEia eykataheimeta.

Nadg Mpornulaiag Aptépdog Temple of Artemis Propylaea
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2. Pawpaikrj Auli 2. Roman Court

3. Kprivn 3. Fountain

4. OpiapPikég Apideg 4. Triumphal Arches
5. Meydha MpomvAaia 5. Great Propylaea
6. Mikpd MpomuAaia 6. Lesser Propylaea
7. Mhoutiveio 7. Ploutoneion

8. Muknvaiké Méyapo 8. Mycenaean Megaron
9. Teleotripio 9. Telesterion

10. Ttod tou Pidwva 0. Stoa of Philo

Il. Akpdmohn II. Acropolis

12. Mouoeio 12. Museum

13. lepd Orkia 13. Sacred House

E Muxknvaikrj mepiodog Mycenaean period
B Meioiotpdteia nepiodog Peisistratian period
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